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Our Goal: Schools that Welcome All People 

Unified Champion Schools is a collaboration with school 
communities for engaging young people with and 
without intellectual disabilities as leaders promoting 
acceptance, inclusion and respect in their schools, 
utilizing the sports and education initiatives of Special 
Olympics Oregon. 

Students should be encouraged and supported to be 
agents of change, have opportunities to be leaders, 
and participate in collaborative school activities.  To 
achieve this, school leaders and educators must foster 
a socially inclusive school climate that emphasizes 
acceptance, respect and human dignity for all 
students.   

A socially inclusive school is a place where no student 
is excluded because of the degree or type of disability 
or the services required to meet his/her needs. 

 Unified Sports®: 

Unified Sports® is a program that brings together students with and without intellectual disabilities to train and 
compete on the same team against other school teams of similar ability.  It was inspired by a simple principle: 
training together and playing together is a quick path to friendship and understanding. 

   Player roles: 
 

Athlete: a participant with an intellectual disability or autism (Special Education) 
 

 Unified Partner: a participant without an intellectual disability (General Education) 
 

Special Olympics Oregon leaves eligibility to parents, teachers and doctors to decide what role best fits that child. 

 

Unified Sports Opportunities for school-based programs:                                                                                               
 

Fall (Sept. – Nov)     
 Unified Soccer 

 

      Winter (January – March) 
 Unified Basketball 

 

Spring (April – June) 
 Unified Soccer  

 Unified Softball 

 Unified Track* 
 

         *Incorporated into school’s existing sport program 
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Unified Recreation:   
    

Unified recreation is one day experiences or activities that schools can informally organize to introduce their 
student body to inclusive sports opportunities.  These can include Unified kickball, Unified volleyball, Unified 
basketball, Unified soccer, Unified flag football or any other sport that the school would like to organize.   
 
 

Other Activities: 
 

Unified Club:  
A non-academic, school-based club that brings students with and 
without intellectual disabilities together for planning and 
participating in sports, recreation, social and community activities.  
A Unified Club can help promote understanding, acceptance, 
inclusive leadership and collaborative skill building. 
 
Respect Campaign:   
An awareness campaign that educates about the hurtful and 
derogatory use of the word “retard(ed)” and other hurtful 
language as a starting point toward creating more accepting 
attitudes and communities for all.  Special Olympics Oregon can 
provide your school with a Respect toolkit so that you can 
organize a campaign at your school to educate your student body.  
 
Youth Leadership Summit:  
Every fall, Special Olympics Oregon hosts 4 regional Youth 
Leadership Summits around that state to bring together youth 
leaders with and without intellectual disabilities and educators.   
 

Attendees at the summit will learn about inclusive practices that 
can help promote a more accepting and unified school 
environment where every student feels valued and respected.  It 
is also a great opportunity to network with other Special Olympics 
school programs and hear what successful practices have worked 
at their schools.   
 
 

Get Involved! 
 

Connect with one of our staff members below for more information or to become a 
Unified Champion School. 

 
Jean Hansen | VP, School Partnerships & Youth Outreach          Alix Wasteney | Director of School Engagement 
jhansen@soor.org | 503.248.0600 Ext. 116                awasteney@soor.org | 503.248.0600 Ext. 143 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5901 SW Macadam Ave., Suite 200, Portland, OR 97239  
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